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DATE:	May 7, 2015

TO:	Glen Markegard, Planning
	Planning Commission Members

FROM:	Bryan Gruidl, Engineering

RE:	Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan Annual Public Meeting; includes additional information regarding the Richfield-Bloomington Watershed Management Organization 



Storm water is defined as water that runs off of the land which is generated by precipitation or snowmelt.  It also includes all the pollutants this runoff picks up as it makes its way to downstream water resources such as wetlands, ponds, lakes, rivers, and streams.  According to the National Water Quality Inventory, storm water runoff is a leading source of water pollution.

The Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes the basic structure for regulating discharges of pollutants into the waters of the United States and regulating quality standards for surface waters.  In Minnesota the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has been delegated authority by the US Environmental Protection Agency to administer the requirements of the federal CWA.

The MPCA developed the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) to reduce the amount of sediment and pollution that enters surface and groundwater from storm sewer systems to the maximum extent practical.  Overall the goals of the MS4 permit include:
1. Restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of Waters of the State through management and treatment of storm water runoff; and
2. To maintain water quality standards where there is compliance and help bring waters that do not meet water quality standards into compliance.

The City of Bloomington has an MS4 permit authorizing the city to discharge storm water from the storm sewer system.  As part of that permit the city is required to:
· Develop, implement, and enforce a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program (SWPPP) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Reduce the discharge of pollutants from the storm sewer system to the Maximum Extent Practicable for six Minimum Control Measures (MCM):
I. Public Education
II. Public Participation
III. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
IV. Construction Site Runoff Control
V. Post Construction Site Runoff Control
VI. Pollution Prevention for Municipal Operations
· Implement a combination of Best Management Practices (BMPs)
· Submit an annual report on SWPPP implementation (June 30, 2015)

The MS4 general permit is valid for 5 years and thus the permit is reviewed, updated and then reissued by the MPCA every 5 years.  The most recent and current MS4 permit was approved on May 21, 2013 and then became effective on August 1, 2013. 

As a result of several significant changes to the reissued MS4 permit, the city submitted a SWPPP document to the MPCA which illustrated how the city was going to come into compliance with the new MS4 permit.  The SWPPP document was submitted to the MPCA for review and comment at the end of 2013.  Upon approval from the MPCA the SWPPP document was posted by the MPCA for a 30 public comment period.  Upon completion of the public comment period the city was then authorized under the new permit.  The city then had to bring their storm water pollution prevention programs into compliance with the new MS4 permit.

Some of the updates to the SWPPP included: revisions to the MS4 SWPPP requirements include:
· MCM #3 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
· Increase awareness and provide additional training and educational material to both city staff and the general public to help recognize illicit discharges and who to contact to report an illicit discharge.
· MCM#5 Post Construction Storm Water Runoff Control
· Volume reduction requirements; for sites disturbing an acre or more they must retain the first inch onsite.
· MCM #6 Pollution Prevention for Municipal Operations
· Complete an inventory of all stormwater ponds receiving public drainage and develop a pond evaluation program and schedule to determine treatment efficiency of stormwater ponds and wetlands.

The annual public meeting regarding the city’s storm water pollution prevention program provides an opportunity for the public to provide written and/or verbal input and opinion on the adequacy of the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program as required by the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System/State Disposal System Permit Program.  The city will consider the public input to the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program and make appropriate adjustments.  

A copy of the City’s Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program is available for review at the Engineering Division of Public Works 1700 West 98th Street, Bloomington, MN or on the City’s web site.

Relationship with Richfield-Bloomington Watershed Management Organization (RBWMO)

Since there are no streams or rivers within the RBWMO, storm water management is a large portion of the RBWMO watershed management plan.  The Bloomington Planning Commission serves as a citizen’s advisory committee for residents within the Bloomington portion of the RBWMO.  The Planning Commission serves two purposes for the RBWMO.  The first is to ensure that proposed developments are meeting City goals and policies for water resource management, including the requirements of the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program.  There are no additional requirements beyond the City’s goals and policies for water management within the RBWMO.   As long as developments are meeting City goals and policies for water resources the RBWMO goals and policies are being met.

The second purpose the Planning Commission serves is to be a place where the public can offer comment on water resource management within the RBWMO.  Since Planning Commission meetings are public meetings this serves as a regular venue for citizens to provide input.  Issues identified by the Planning Commission or members of the public relevant to the RBWMO Plan can be referred to staff for any necessary action or further information.
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