City of Bloomington 
Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission
April 22, 2015
5:30 p.m.
	

Present:	Gordie Holm, Chairperson; Jim McCarthy, Vice Chairperson; Commissioners, Peter Moe, Ben Murphy, Dave Rickert, Lenny Schmitz

Absent:	Commissioner Marie Holm

Staff:	Randy Quale, Parks and Recreation Manager	
	Alison Evans, Recording Secretary
	Dave Hanson, Assistant Maintenance Superintendent
	
Call to Order	Chairperson Holm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

	Joint Meeting with 
Planning Commission
	Quale recommended that the PARC conduct a join meeting with the Planning Commission on Thursday August 6 starting at 6:00 p.m. to review/approve the Minnesota River Valley Master Plan.  L/Schmitz, B/Murphy to approve holding a joint meeting with the Planning Commission on August 6.  Motion passed 6 – 0.

	
	

	Park Tours
[bookmark: _GoBack]Item #1
	Commission and staff conducted the first of two tours of Bloomington parks. The first stop was at Bryant Park. Quale stated that this park is highly used and has lots of amenities including tennis courts, trails, rinks, fields, playground equipment and more. Next on the tour was DuPont Playlot. Quale mentioned the planned improvements for 2015 to the park including the replacement of the playground equipment. The trail that was planned to go in across the park will not occur due to topography and the inability to locate the trail outside the designated stormwater detention area. He noted that Dupont was one of more than a dozen playgrounds that were installed in 1991 that are in need of replacement. 

At the next stop, Oxboro Lake Park, Quale pointed out the new bench and picnic table were recently installed and the creation of a scenic overlook for the lake. The next stop on the tour was Maplewood Park. Quale reminded the Commission that this park renovation was completed two years ago and includes a basketball court, parking lot, shelter, trails playground equipment and LED parking lot lighting.  The Commission continued on to Valley View Playfields where they observed the new scoreboard, the grandstand and the recently completed concessions and restroom building at Red Haddox baseball field.  The planned tennis courts reconstruction project was also noted.

The next stop on the tour was at Smith Park. Quale reminded the staff of the newly approved joint usage agreement between the City and Dar Al Farooq. He also mentioned the need for installing handicap accessible parking at this location.  This will likely necessitate the construction of three new parking spaces to mitigate the loss of spaces for handicap accessibility aisles.  At Cedarcrest Park the Commission saw the recent improvements to the ballfield.  Forest Glen Park was the next stop on the tour. Quale highlighted the extensive restoration work that had been done to enhance the park. Following Forest Glen Park, the Commission toured Central Park Station. Through a long-term lease agreement, this privately-owned urban park is available for public usage.  

The Commission continued on to the Old Cedar Avenue Bridge Trailhead. Quale stated that the City and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is  are working cooperatively to enhance this area with brush clearing, benches, permanent rest room/park shelter building, drinking fountains and trash receptacles in the future. They will also be reconstructing the parking lot in conjunction with the Old Cedar Avenue Bridge restoration. 

At Indian Mounds School, the next stop on the tour, the new dual purpose tennis/pickleball court was highlighted. The tour took an unscheduled stop at Columbus Playlot to discuss the area in which Emerald Ash Borer was recently discovered and the plan for tree removals.  At the Pond-Dakota Mission Park the Commission saw the interpretive signs, the native prairie restoration areas as well as the historic Gideon Pond house. The ongoing roof replacement project was noted. The last scheduled stop on the tour was at Kelly Playfields. Quale highlighted the ballfield that is used by Kennedy’s softball teams. The tour came to an end back at the Bloomington Civic Plaza.

	
	

	Adjournment
Item #3
	The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

	
	

	
	Alison Evans
Recording Secretary
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