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PUBLIC HEALTH ACCREDITATION - UPDATE
· What is Public Health Accreditation?
Public Health Accreditation is the measurement of a health department’s performance against a set of nationally recognized, practice-focused and evidence-based standards. The Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) is a non-profit, public health accreditation organization charged with administrating the public health accreditation program.  Their goal is to advance public health performance by providing a national framework of standards for public health departments. 

* Currently 75 Health Departments are accredited and 257 are going through the process to
   obtain national accreditation status.
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· Benefits of Accreditation
- National and community recognition for public health practice
- Access to network of public health experts
- Focus on improving the performance of the Health Department 
- Strengthen internal and external partnerships
- Potential access to new funding streams
- Participation in developing a strong data base for exploring best practices

· Seven Steps of Public Health Department Accreditation
1. Pre-application (2010-2014)
2. Application (June 2014)
3. Document Selection and Submission (Present – November 2015)
4. Site Visit (Approximately 6 months after final documents submission) 
5. Accreditation Decision (3 - 6 months after final site visit occurs)
6. Reports (Yearly)
7. Reaccreditation (Occurs every five years)

· Resources
For additional information on PHAB or on the accreditation process, please visit http://www.phaboard.org/

· New Accreditation Coordinator
Amanda Nagy – Health Planner/Accreditation Coordinator
anagy@bloomingtonmn.gov
952-563-4967
