City of Bloomington 
Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission
May 27, 2015
5:30 p.m.

Present:	Gordie Holm, Chairperson; Jim McCarthy, Vice Chairperson; Commissioners, Marie Holm, Peter Moe, Dave Rickert, Lenny Schmitz

Absent:	Commissioners, Ben Murphy

Staff:	Randy Quale, Parks and Recreation Manager	
	Alison Evans, Recording Secretary
	Dave Hanson, Park Maintenance 
	
Call to Order	Chairperson Holm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

	Park Tours
Item #1
	Commission and staff conducted the second of two tours of Bloomington parks. The first stop was at Bloomington’s Old Town Hall. Quale mentioned that this site is the home of the Bloomington Historical Society’s museum.  He also noted that there had been some problems with water leaking into the basement that maintenance fixed over the past year. The next stop was at Haeg Park where the Commission looked at the current baseball fields and talked about the potential of replacing it with a rectangle field. Quale mentioned the upcoming engineering project for a storm water pipe to go through the park. Tretbaugh Park was the next stop, where a new off-leash dog area was installed within the two broomball rinks. Commissioners suggested some more advertising so residents were aware of the new site. At the third stop, Normandale Lake Park, the Commission saw the new parking lot north of the newly reconstructed Chalet lot. Quale mentioned an update of the security lighting due to resident complaints. The lights will now have a timer that shuts off  approximately 50% of the lights overnight. Quale also stated that the new Hyland Ski and Snowboard Chalet is scheduled to open in November of 2015. 

The Commission then stopped by East Bush Lake Park to have dinner and view Shelter #3, the most popular shelter rented through the City. The tour continued on to West Bush Lake Park where Quale discussed the future plans to reconstruct  the parking lots as well as install a boat cleaning station at the boat launch.  He also noted the canoe racks located in the park, and the need to create a new rack for sculls and kayaks. 

Hampshire Hills Park was the next stop on the tour. Quale mentioned the upcoming installation of new playground equipment at this site. At Dred Scott Playfields, the Commission viewed the new Hyland Trail signage, bike racks and other improvements. Quale also mentioned that the tennis courts were recently resurfaced. Hanson stated that they used a new and improved process to extend the life of the courts. The tour then stopped at the Bloomington Ferry Bridge over the Minnesota River.  At the off-leash recreation area, Quale and Hanson pointed out the new light poles and water fountain.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The next stop on the tour was at Southglen Park. The Commission toured the building on site which was significantly damaged in the floods last July, and discussed future plans for replacement or demolishing the building. At Southwood Park, the Commission toured the new playground equipment that was recently installed. Quale also pointed out the new LED security light, benches, picnic table, bike rack and trails.  At Westwood Park Quale discussed the potential for removal of the basketball courts and installation of new  pickleball courts. 

While driving past Dwan Golf Course, Hanson mentioned the recently updated Maintenance Building. At Moir and Central Parks, Quale pointed out the replacement basket for the disc golf course at hole number 8, which had been stolen the previous year.  He also pointed out the nature trails, picnic shelter and playground equipment.  The tour came to an end back at City Hall.  

	
	

	Adjournment
Item #2
	G/Holm, L/Schmitz, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 6-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

	
	

	
	Alison Warren
Recording Secretary
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