Staff Report to Planning Commission				Page 1
April 10, 2014		

Staff Report to Planning Commission				Page 1
April 10, 2014		


GENERAL INFORMATION

Applicant:	City of Bloomington	

Request:	Informational Update – Minnesota River Valley Master Plan

BACKGROUND	

In 2013, the City Council identified the preparation of a master plan focused on city-owned land in the Minnesota River Valley as a high priority.  Preparation of the Minnesota River Valley Master Plan (MRVMP) is included in the 2014 Planning Commission Work Program.  

The primary purpose of a MRVMP is to identify and evaluate opportunities to enhance access, use, and stewardship of this unique resource.  The plan is proposed to be organized around four key goals and will identify implementation priorities and funding strategies.

Staff from the Planning Division and Community Services will lead the project, which will involve coordination with other governmental agencies, property owners, and stakeholders.  A staff project team began work on the project in late 2013.  It is anticipated the MRVMP will be completed before the end of 2014.
		
At the Study Meeting, staff will present an update on the project and is seeking input and comments on the draft vision, goals and principles, public engagement approach, and schedule.   An overview of the draft vision, goals, principles, and engagement approach is attached.  Discussion of key opportunities to address in the plan will also be discussed.

NEXT STEPS

· Study Meeting Updates – The current study session meetings with the Park, Arts, and Recreation Commission (PARC) (April 9), Planning Commission (April 10), and City Council (May 9) are intended to obtain input on the plan vision and goals, general approach and schedule.  It is important to get concurrence on these items prior to initiating significant public and stakeholder engagement.  

· Stakeholder Meetings – Several stakeholder groups and key governmental agencies have been identified that will need to be engaged in the planning process.  In May, staff will begin to meet with these groups to obtain input on the plan vision, goals, and potential opportunities.

· Public Engagement – The project schedule envisions two community open houses to obtain broad public input on the ideas and recommendations in the MRVMP.  In addition, several media formats will also be used to keep the public informed throughout the planning period and provided opportunities to provide input on the MRVMP.  Key components include: a project webpage (April), an on-line survey (May or June), and articles in the City’s Briefing newsletter.  

REQUESTED ACTION	

No formal action is required.  Staff seeks comments and suggestions.
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