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GENERAL INFORMATION

Applicant:		City of Bloomington

Request:		Informational Overview –Comprehensive Plan Update

CHRONOLOGY

	Planning Commission Action:	03/17/15 – Study item – provided input

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with the Metropolitan Land Planning Act (MLPA), local units of government within the Twin Cities metropolitan area are required to update their comprehensive plans every ten years to align with the Metropolitan Council’s regional development guide and system plans, which are also updated every ten years following each decennial census.  

· Regional Development Guide - This policy guide – called Thrive MSP 2040 – was adopted in May 2014. It sets the overarching development direction for the region and serves as the foundation of the more specific system and policy plans.  Thrive is somewhat unique from previous regional development guides in that it focuses on five, inter-related outcomes, including: stewardship, prosperity, equity, livability, and sustainability.  

· System and Policy Plans – The MLPA directs the Metropolitan Council to plan for regional “systems” including: transportation, parks, and water resources.  In addition, the Metropolitan Council prepares policy plans regarding housing and water supply to establish a shared, regional vision for issues that are not considered “systems”.  Local comprehensive plans must be consistent with these five plans.

· Local System Statements - After updates to the regional development guide and system and policy plans are completed, the Metropolitan Council issues “system statements” to each local unit of government.  The local system statements provide community-specific information regarding demographic forecasts, affordable housing allocation, and highlight changes to the system and policy plans that may have local implications.  The 2015 System Statement for Bloomington was issued September 17, 2015 and is available on the Metropolitan Council’s website at: 
http://metrocouncil.org/Communities/Planning/Local-Planning-Assistance/System-Statements/System-Statements/02394198_Bloomington_2015SS.aspx

· Community Designations – In recognition that a “one size fits all” approach is not feasible at the regional level, Thrive attempts to tailor land use policies to defined types of communities.  Bloomington has been designated “urban”, which applies to communities that are redeveloping to meet the needs of new generations.  Generally, these consist of first-ring suburbs that experienced significant development between the end of WWII and the mid-1970s.  A summary of land use policies specific to the “urban” designation is provided in the attachments.

OVERVIEW OF UPDATE PROCESS

Issuance of the system statements serves as the formal trigger to initiate the local community’s statutory obligation to review, and amend as necessary, its comprehensive plan to align with the Metropolitan Council’s updated plans.  Local units of government have until the end of 2018 to complete and submit their updated comprehensive plans to the Metropolitan Council for review.  The City’s long-range planning staff will be focusing on this effort over the next 2 ½ years roughly as follows:

· 2016 – Work this year will focus on compiling and updating required data (forecasts, traffic projections, etc.), describing existing conditions (maps, tables), and identifying key trends and potential implications.  In the first half of 2016, the Assistant City Administrator will be leading the City Council through a process to review and update the City’s strategic priorities.  That effort will provide direction for upating the City’s vision, goals, and key issues to address in the comprehensive plan.

· 2017 – Work this year will focus on developing strategies and identifying priorities to achieve the goals relative to each of the elements (i.e., chapters) in the comprehensive plan.  The intent will be to have a rough draft of the overall comprehensive plan completed by the end of 2017 or early 2018.

· 2018 – Work this year will focus on refinement of the strategies and priorities as well as formal review of the draft plan.  To meet the December 31, 2018 submittal deadline, public hearings will likely need to begin in late summer 2018.

PUBLIC & STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Throughout the update process, staff will seek input from the City Council and Advisory Commissions, stakeholders and the general public.  It is anticipated that engagement in 2016 will involve broad community engagement efforts focused on updating the City’s over-arching vision and goals.  Later in 2016 and moving into 2017, the process will become more technical in nature and focused on the specific plan elements (transportation, parks, housing, water resource, etc.).  For this phase, staff proposes forming technical work groups around specific topics.  These will engage technical city staff, as well as staff from other agencies, and representatives of special interest or advocacy groups. Later in 2017 and through 2018, when potential strategies and priorities become clear, input will again be sought from the broader community.  

· Planning Commission role – Staff proposes using a process similar to that used during the 2008 Comprehensive Plan update.  That included a series of work sessions with the Planning Commission at regular study meetings throughout the multi-year planning period.  One suggested change is to establish an advisory committee consisting of the entire Planning Commission, plus a limited number (less than 7) of stakeholder representatives.  Some ideas for stakeholder representation include: chamber of commerce, school district, sustainability advocate, diversity advocate, and active-living advocate.  It would also be beneficial to ensure a range of demographic groups are represented, including: ethnic minorities, seniors, and millennials.

· Engagement Methods – In addition to traditional methods of obtaining input through public meetings and open houses, it will be important to utilize newer engagement methods and to seek input through non-traditional venues.  Use of social media, online surveys, and hosting input sessions at community events (farmers market, Summer Fete, etc.) are some of the approaches that will be used to communicate information, foster engagement, and solicit input.

OTHER INFORMATON

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Metropolitan Council has compiled a significant amount of information specific to each local community and on the region as a whole.  To help organize this information, they created an online tool called the Local Planning Handbook.  If you have time and interest, there is a wealth of information of this site: http://www.metrocouncil.org/Handbook.aspx.

Information specific to Bloomington can be found on the city’s Community Page, which can be found at this link:  http://lphonline.metc.state.mn.us/commportal.aspx.  You simply need to look for “Bloomington” in the drop down box.  An overview of what is provided on the community pages is provided in the attachments. 


Requested Action

No formal action is required.  The purpose of this review is to provide an overview and answer questions regarding the process to update the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
Report to the Planning Commission			March 17, 2016
Division of Planning
