City of Bloomington 
Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission
February 16th, 2016
6:30 p.m.	
Present:	Lenny Schmitz, Chairperson; Jim McCarthy, Vice Chairperson; Commissioners, Marie Holm, Dave Rickert, Matias Figari, David Benson, Patrick Martin

Absent:	

Staff:	Randy Quale, Parks and Recreation Manager
	Alison Warren, Recording Secretary

Visitors:                         Ann Mosack, Recreation Supervisor
	
Call to Order	Staff called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
	Swear in New PARC Members
Item #3A
	Chairperson Schmitz swore in Jim McCarthy, David Benson and Patrick Martin as Parks, Arts, and Recreation Commission members with a term ending December 31st, 2018.


	
	

	Wildlife Management Planning Presentation
Item #3B
	Recreation Supervisor Ann Mosack presented to the Commission regarding Wildlife Management Planning. She stated that over the past year, staff have reviewed the mortality rates of wildlife along East Bush Lake Road, in particular turtles. In 2015, a turtle crossing sign was installed near the exit of Bush Lake Beach to help inform residents of the wildlife crossing area which turtles use during migration. Mosack stated that the turtles migrate to and from Bush Lake due to the suitable nesting habitat available in Hyland Park Reserve. 

Mosack researched many options to assist in lowering the mortality rate of turtles along Bush Lake Road which included a tunnel and three fencing options. The tunnel was determined to be unsuitable for this location due to the water table and cost. Mosack presented the details of the three options of fencing options: Animex fencing, ACO fencing and chain link fencing. After extensive research, Mosack recommended moving forward with the Animex fencing due to its low cost, ease of installation and flexibility. In addition to the fencing, Mosack recommended habitat restoration along Bush Lake to provide an ideal location for the turtles. 

McCarthy inquired about installing signage along the fencing to educate residents about the issue and the reasoning behind the installation of the fence. Mosack agreed that this would be a good idea, and noted that the installation of the signs would be a good volunteer initiative. 

Quale stated that this project is located in the Regional Parks System, so the funding for the project is from the State of Minnesota through Operation and Maintenance dollars. He also noted that this is the type of project that can gain a lot of volunteer interest and will have a measurable positive impact on the community.

Schmitz inquired about the possible concerns with snow removal and the damage it may cause to the fencing. Mosack responded stating that the fence will be installed along the walking path and should not be impacted by snow removal. 

D/Rickert, M/Holm to support the installation of the Animex fencing option as presented. Motion carried 7-0.

	
	

	Hennepin County Youth Sports Grant Program
Item #3C
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Quale stated that staff is currently contacting youth organizations to see if there is any interest or need for equipment. If a need arises, staff will submit an application for the Hennepin County Youth Sports Grant.  

	
	

	2015 PARC Report and 2016 PARC Work Plan
Item #4A
	The 2015 PARC Report and 2016 PARC Work Plan was reviewed by the new Commission members and also made available to McCarthy and Schmitz for their upcoming Council presentation.

J/McCarthy, L/Schmitz, to approve the 2015 PARC Annual Report. Motion carried 7-0.

M/Holm, D/Rickert, to approve the amended 2016 Work Plan. The motion carried 7-0.

	
	

	Alternative Transportation Plan Update
Item #4B
	Quale presented the Alternative Transportation Plan update. He stated that Engineering staff forwarded the maintenance section of the document to the consultant. At this point, staff are planning to meet with the consultant and compile a final draft. Quale stated that the plan is scheduled to be brought back to Council over the next few months. 

	
	

	Minnesota River Valley Strategic Plan Update
Item #4C
	Quale presented the Minnesota River Strategic Plan update. He stated that the City Council approved the plan on January 25th. He said that there are a number of follow up plans to be completed. In 2016, Staff plan to undertake a resource protection plan for natural and cultural resources in the Minnesota River Valley. Staff are also working with US Fish and Wildlife Services to update the memorandum of understanding for the management of the river valley.

	
	

	Park Improvement Projects Update
Item #4D
	The Commission reviewed the park improvement projects update. Quale highlighted the upcoming 2016 park improvement projects and the neighborhood support program. 


	
	

	City Council Action Pertaining to Parks and Recreation
Item #5A
	The Commission reviewed the City Council Action pertaining to Parks and Recreation from the regular meetings on January 25th and February 1st. The Commission did not have any questions or concerns. 



	
	

	Parks and Recreation Manager’s Report 
Item #5B
	The Commission reviewed the Parks and Recreation Manager’s Report. Quale highlighted the Hyland Greens Task Force and the upcoming interview process for the Parks and Recreation Assistant Manager position.  The Commission previously discussed having a representative participate in the interview process for the position. 

L/Schmitz, D/Rickert to appoint Benson and Holm as the representatives of the Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission in the interview process for the Parks and Recreation Assistant Manager. Motion carried 7-0.

	
	

	Recommendation to Cancel February 24th Study Meeting
Item #6A
	Quale recommended the February 24th study meeting be canceled.  P/Martin, J/McCarthy, to cancel the February 24th study meeting.  Motion carried 7-0.

	
	

	Approval of Minutes–
December 9th, 2015
Item #7A
	M/Holm, L/Schmitz, to approve the minutes of the December 9th, 2015 Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission meeting. The motion carried 3-0 with four members abstaining due to their absence at the December 9th meeting.

	
	

	Approval of Minutes – January 14th, 2016
Item #7B
	M/Holm, D/Rickert, to approve the minutes of the January 14th, 2016 Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission meeting. The motion carried 4-0 with three members abstaining due to their absence at the January 14th meeting.

	
	

	Adjournment
Item #8
	D/Rickert, J/McCarthy, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 7-0. The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

	
	

	
	Alison Warren – Recording Secretary
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