CITY OF

BLOOMINGTON
MINNESOTA

DATE: May 2, 2016

TO: Mayor Gene Winstead

FROM: Lorinda Pearson, Human Services Manager
RE: Asian Pacific American Heritage Month

May is celebrated as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month to commemorate the immigration
of the first Japanese to the United States on May 7, 1843, and to mark the anniversary of the
completion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869 as the majority of the workers
who laid the tracks were Chinese immigrants.

The purpose of the month is to recognize the accomplishments of Asian Pacific American
community, and to highlight their contributions to the development of arts, sciences,
government, military, commerce and education in the United States. According to the 2014
American Community Survey, Bloomington’s residency includes 6.4% Asian population. This
month is also a time to memorialize the sacrifices and suffering that many Asian Pacific
Americans endured so that the community could unite and fight for justice.

The Human Rights Commission is partnering with the U.S. District Courts, District of Minnesota
to bring the Asian Pacific Legal Experience in America: Opportunity, Economics, Racism and
Hope exhibit to Civic Plaza from May 3 to May 23. The exhibit highlights the history of Asian
Pacific peoples in the United States through three pivotal events, including the Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882, the Japanese American Incarceration during WWII, and the Immigration
and Nationality Act of 1965.

The attached Asian Pacific Heritage Month Proclamation is for presentation at the Bloomington
City Council meeting on May 2, 2016. Sia Her, Executive Director of the Council on Asian Pacific
Minnesotans will be present to accept the Proclamation on behalf of the Bloomington Human

Rights Commission
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