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TO:		BLOOMINGTON HRA BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

FROM:		DOUG GROUT

RE:		ACTION ITEMS UPDATE – MAY 24, 2016 HRA BOARD MEETING


Legislative Update:  Commissioner Coulter will provide an update of activity at the Capitol.

Neighborhood Enhancement:   

· Housing and Neighborhoods (“Fix Up My Home”) Initiative: We have received a significant volume of applications for the home improvement loan programs and the new Curb Appeal Loan Program, though the applications received are tapering off.  As of mid April, the HRA received 84 home improvement loan applications, and 22 Curb Appeal Loan applications. In an average year, we receive around 100 applications. Staff will provide a update on the applications received at the meeting, broken down by applications received for CDBG home improvement loans, Expanded Home Improvement loans, and Curb Appeal Loan Program loans.
Meetings/Agendas:  

· May 24:  The HRA Board is scheduled to meet Tuesday, May 24 in City Council Chambers.
· June 14:  The HRA Board is scheduled to meet Tuesday, June 14 in the Dakota Conference Room. 
City Council Action:  Nothing to report.

Program Update:   

· Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) rent assistance program:  We have submitted our 2015 unaudited financial information to HUD for the Housing Choice Voucher program, which was delayed due to technical issues with HUD’s system.  HRA Accountant Amy Sevig worked very hard to successfully complete the submission.
· Correspondence:  Nothing to report.
Redevelopment: 

· France & Old Shakopee Road:  Dominium is withdrawing their letter of intent with Country Inn Apartments to purchase the 19 unit apartment.  They will be looking at other sites in the City of Bloomington for their affordable senior apartment development.  Tom Kendall is working on an alternative proposal for the site.   
· Neighborhood commercials centers:  Planning Division staff have met with the HRA Board, the Planning Commission, and the City Council for input on the rating factors for the prioritization of neighborhood commercial centers for redevelopment.  Staff have begun touring and evaluating the various sites.  It is expected that staff will present recommendations to the HRA Board for consideration in June or July.
· Knox & American:  
· We have been working with the Development Team to prepare an application to the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency Super RFP for funding for the project.  The developers have retained the firm of Rippley Richard to complete and package the application, which is due in mid June.  
· An interfund loan resolution is included as a separate item.  We have historically approved these resolutions when we start accruing expenses related to a proposed redevelopment project that includes a TIF district.
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