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UNAPPROVED MINUTES


Thursday, May 05, 2016
Bloomington Civic Plaza

1800 West Old Shakopee Road 

Bloomington, Minnesota  55431-3027

	1

	 Call to Order
	Chair Michael Barg called the Charter Commission meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.


	2


	 Roll Call
	@->
Present:
Commissioners Rod Axtell, Michael Barg, Jack Baloga, 

Jim Goodermont, Cynthia Hunt, Branna Lindell, Jennifer
                           Nelson, Grant Petersen, Steve Peterson, John Taylor, Mark
                           Thorson, Cary Weatherby, Roger Willette
Absent:  
Commissioners Tom Nelson and Dan Wallerus

Staff Present:
Amy Schmidt, Denise Dargan





	3


	 Approval of Minutes
	

	3.1


	 Meeting Minutes Charter Commission - Approval
	<-@->@Requested Action:  <-@@->

Approve the June 30, 2015, Annual Charter Commission meeting minutes as presented.

Peterson stated that page 5, third paragraph from the bottom, the contents should read “$80 million to $100 million.”  Suggested holding over the approval of the meeting minutes until financial numbers are able to be confirmed and finalized.  Minutes can be approved if there is a second meeting, or at the May 2017 annual meeting. 

Motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Baloga, and all voting aye, to hold over approval of the June 30, 2015 Annual Charter Commission Meeting minutes.



	4


	 Unfinished Business
	None

	5


	 New Business
	Electronic Signatures: 

Thorson mentioned resident interest in electronic signatures (e-signature) for petitions as opposed to written.  Asked if the Commission would be interested in having staff looking into that.  
Peterson asked if that surrounds the petitioning process.  Thorson confirmed yes, and explained the current process for collecting and verifying signatures.  The interest is in looking into a change in the Charter.  
Acting Charter Attorney Amy Schmidt stated the Charter does have provisions for requirements for signatures that reflect the state statures.  Will do additional research, but it is controlled by State Stature rather than the Charter alone.  The way the statute is currently written, it doesn’t contemplate that since it was written before e-signatures existed.  

Barg said it might be worth looking into it to see if there are any cases that might inform us if this is something that could be done.  

Axtell asked if State Statute determines what Charter Commission will do relative to accepting e-signature.  If State Statute does not allow it, would that change have to come through a legislative change in the Capitol?  Schmidt confirmed it would require legislative change at the State Capitol, not just within the Charter. 

Axtell asked for the definition of electronic signature.  Schmidt to add this as part of the research the City Attorney’s office can provide.  

Hunt asked if communication on this can be done via a memo.  Schmidt said she would send this in the form of a memo, but it may also have to be communicated back at the next Charter Commission meeting.
Possible Recodification of Charter:

Baloga mentioned the recent completion of the recodification project of City Code, which did not include the Charter.  Believes it to be worthwhile to have the Charter Commission look into if recodification is needed.
Schmidt explained codification and recodification.  It has been a long time since City Code has been codified.  Said it doesn’t change the substance within the Code itself, but it was a large housekeeping type of project.  There isn’t necessarily a specific procedure for recodification of Charter outside State Statute.  It may be more limited than the type of review that was completed on City Code since City Code is a larger document.  
Peterson recalled that a similar project had been done sometime in the mid-2000s to modernize the Charter.
Schmidt agreed to research the history of what was done and if it fits what’s already being looked into.
Baloga reiterated that it would be good to have this research done.  It won’t affect the substance, but will correct errors. It would be a useful process to see if Charter needs housekeeping.  Recommended that since the City Code is being recodified, the Charter should be included as well.  

Barg asked what the Charter Commission recommendation is.  Lindell said it should be looked at every 5-10 years.  

Baloga said codification doesn’t address legal issues, but addresses gender neutrality, and is more about housekeeping versus anything beyond that.  Needs to be put in a consistent format so that all authors that write differently will have consistent style.  Suggested having the same company do the work for Charter that did the City Code. 
Commissioners agreed to have Schmidt verify when it was done last and bring that information back to Charter to determine if a codification project is needed.  

Weatherby said it would also be worth making the Charter better electronically. Axtell said it was difficult to navigate using the City of Bloomington website and is not user-friendly, but it is there.  

Baloga suggested determining what software is currently on the website and if the rest of the Code is from a more user-friendly company.  Schmidt said it is all hosted through American Legal Publishing, but they host hundreds of City Codes and is also what League of Minnesota Cities uses and recommends.  Schmidt to double check. 
Conflict of Interest if Charter Commission member is also on City Council: 
Barg stated a resident asked about the process for Charter Commission for cities to allow for someone to serve as a commissioner and a councilperson at the same time.  
Peterson said it’s up to the judge that picks the Charter Commissioners.  

Baloga said he did ask that question before he ran for office.  The response that was given to him by Legal and from the presiding head judge at Hennepin County Courts, is that according to the Charter, there’s no prohibition to have someone serve as both positions. 

Thorson said he sees it as an advantage to have a councilmember on the Charter Commission.  It provides additional insight that can be shared at a Council meeting.  

Barg said he doesn’t think it creates a conflict of interest.


	6


	 Hearings and Resolutions
	None

	7


	 Communications
	None

	8


	 Other Business: Approve Draft Report


	

	8.1


	 Approve Draft Report
	Requested Action:@-> <-@->@Approve the Draft Report of the Charter Commission for the period of June 30, 2015 – May 4, 2016.
Motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Lindell, and all voting aye, to approve the draft report of the Charter Commission for the period of June 30, 2015 – May 4, 2016.



	9


	 Election of Officers and Appointments
	

	9.1


	 Elect a Chairperson
	Requested Action: @->
Elect a Chairperson.

Motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Hunt, and all voting aye, to reappoint Michael Barg as Chairperson of the Charter Commission.



	9.2


	 Elect a Vice Chairperson
	Requested Action: @->
Elect a Vice Chairperson.

Motion was made by Baloga, seconded by Petersen, and all voting aye, to appoint Mark Thorson as Vice Chairperson of the Charter Commission.



	9.3


	 Appoint a Recording Secretary
	@->
Requested Action:  Appoint a Recording Secretary.

Motion was made by Willett, seconded by Baloga, and all voting aye, to appoint Denise Dargan as Recording Secretary.


	9.4


	 Appoint an Attorney
	Requested Action: @->
Appoint a Commission Attorney.

Motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Axtell and all voting aye, to appoint Amy Schmidt as Commission Attorney.



	10


	 Date for Next Meeting
	Requested Action: @->
Set the date for the 2017 Annual Charter Commission Meeting.

The next annual Charter Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, May 4, 2017. 



	11


	 Adjournment
	Barg adjourned the meeting at 7:38  p.m.
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