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surveillance in areas where mosquitoes carrying the Zika virus may be found. Mosquitoes 

carrying Zika are not likely to be found in Minnesota, but there have been positive cases in 

Minnesotans who traveled to Zika-impacted areas.  

 MDH has information about the Zika Virus online at 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/diseases/zika/index.html with links to CDC for the 

latest updates.   

 

HEALTH EQUITY HIGHLIGHTS 

 Julie Myhre, Director, Office of Statewide Health Improvement Initiatives (OSHII), and ThaoMee 

Xiong, Director, Center for Health Equity, shared with SCHSAC how MDH is intentionally addressing 

advancing health equity in the Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP). Ann Kinney 

presented on the Health Equity Data Guide and the current pilot project with 10 SHIP grantees. The 

data guide will be revised based on the results of the pilot project; the current version is available at 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/chs/healthequity/guide/healthequitydataguideV1.0-final.pdf. 

The new version will be rolled out in January, 2017. 

 New term: HEDA – a five-step process for Health Equity Data Analysis. Visit the data guide for more 

information.  

 The soon-to-be announced Eliminating Health Disparities Initiative (EHDI) Grantees will begin their 

work on July 1, 2016. Visit the MDH Center for Health Equity at 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/che/  

 

HOT TOPIC: THE OPIOID OVERDOSE EPIDEMIC 

 DaŶa Faƌley, Health PƌoŵotioŶ aŶd ChƌoŶiĐ Disease, MDH, pƌeseŶted oŶ the MDH ƌepoƌt ͞Dƌug 
overdose deaths among Minnesota residents, 2000-ϮϬϭ5͟ aǀailaďle at 
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/healthimprovement/data/reports/drugoverdose.html. 

o Drug overdose deaths, including those involving unintentional deaths and suicides, 

increased 11 percent between 2014 and 2015.  

o In 2015, there were 572 drug overdose deaths compared to 398 deaths on Minnesota 

roads. 

o In 2015, more than half of drug-related deaths were tied to prescription medication as 

opposed to illegal street drugs. 

 State Senator, Chris A. Eaton, District 40, and State Representative, Dave Baker, District 17B, 

discussed their personal connection to the opioid overdose epidemic and how they are 

addressing it in the state legislature. In 2014, Senator Eaton authored the bill now known as 

͞“teǀe’s Laǁ͟ that eƋuips first responders with a crucial antidote to heroin overdoses and also 

provides immunity for people who call 911, even if they may be users themselves. This year, 

Senator Eaton proposed the bill to allow pharmacists to directly prescribe naloxone without a 

doctor's standing order. This bill became the state law: 2016 Minnesota Session Law, Chapter 

124, Sections 1, 7 and 9.  Representative Baker was elected in 2014 and has worked with 

Senator Eaton to spearhead efforts in the Legislature to expand programs that prevent opioid 

overdose deaths.  

 

MORE ABOUT SCHSAC If you have questions or need copies of any materials sent to SCHSAC members, 

please contact Becky Buhler, MDH, at becky.buhler@state.mn.us or 651-201-5795. 
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