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August 15, 2016


Peter McLaughlin, Chair
Counties Transit Improvement Board
477 Selby Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55102


Chair McLaughlin:

The Minneapolis-St Paul region relies on CTIB and the Metropolitan Council as the lead agencies for planning, funding and implementing transit solutions for the metropolitan area.  CTIB has been a key funding partner for expanding transit.  This not only provides a needed service to people who rely on transit, but helps the region compete in the global race to attract and retain businesses and residents.  

The $150 million METRO Orange Line project would serve as a southern spine for the region’s transit infrastructure.  Its construction relies upon $75 million of Federal Funding.  The local share of $75 million must be secured by September 2, 2016 in order for Metro Transit to submit a competitive application for the $75 million in Federal funds.  If CTIB’s proposed share of $45 million (of the local $75 million) is cut, the federal matching funds will be lost and the project will be hard to resurrect with that funding gap.  

Local land use plans have been built around the Orange Line plans.  In Bloomington, the Penn American District Plan seeks to redevelop the low density retail area around the planned American Boulevard Orange Line Station into a high density, transit oriented, mixed use activity center.  While the plan is moving forward and significant progress has been made, not building the Orange Line will negatively impact redevelopment projects currently being considered.  The Orange Line’s Knox Avenue alignment, which places the American Boulevard station near people and jobs rather than in the middle of a wide freeway, relies upon acquisition of private property.  That property owner has modified its redevelopment plans to facilitate the new alignment.  However, should the Orange Line not move forward as planned, the property owner may elect to develop over the planned alignment, which could well make a Knox Avenue alignment cost prohibitive.



[bookmark: _GoBack]The City realizes that the loss of Dakota County’s revenue share has broad impacts on CTIBs overall funding forecast and that it impacts many regional projects.  Both the remaining CTIB members and Dakota County recognize the potential value of the Orange Line; therefore the City strongly encourages CTIB and Dakota County to find a funding solution for the Orange Line.  Leveraging half of $150 million project cost from the Federal funding pool is an opportunity that cannot be missed.


Sincerely, 



Gene Winstead
Mayor of Bloomington
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