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August 15, 2016


Nancy Schouweiler, Chair 
Dakota County Board of Commissioners
1590 Highway 55
Hastings, MN  55033


Chair Schouweiler:

[bookmark: _GoBack]When the County Transit Improvement Board (CTIB) was created in 2008, the public purpose was to create a sustainable funding solution for transit projects in the Minneapolis-St Paul metropolitan area.  The City of Bloomington supports cost-effective expansion of the transit system, and reliable funding sources for all transportation modes.  While CTIB has done a lot to develop transit projects in the metro region, we still lag many of our peer regions in transit. Substandard transit is a competitive disadvantage when we compete with other metro regions for companies and for the employees who will live in our cities.

Unfortunately, Dakota County’s withdrawal from CTIB endangers the completion of many pending transit projects and pushes the region further away from achieving a competitive metro-wide transit network.  In particular, $75 million in federal funding for the Orange Line BRT is in jeopardy if a solution for the local share is not found by the Federal funding application due date, September 2, 2016.  Because both Dakota County and the remaining CTIB counties recognize the potential value of the Orange Line, the City of Bloomington sincerely hopes that Dakota County and CTIB will find an Orange Line funding solution before the deadline.  

Although Dakota County will no longer be a part of CTIB after 2018, the City of Bloomington hopes to continue to partner with Dakota County on transit and transportation projects in the future.  The success of the counties and cities that border the Minnesota River relies upon a mechanism for continued cooperation.  


Sincerely, 


Gene Winstead
Mayor of Bloomington
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