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DATE:
May 7, 2014 FILLIN "DATE" 
TO:
Mayor and City Council


Mark Bernhardson, City Manager 
FROM:
Janet Lewis, City Clerk 
RE:
Cemetery Ordinance – Eligibility Requirements Section 5.14
Issue

Determine if eligibility requirements should be amended to allow additional persons to purchase burial lots and/or columbarium niches for interment in the Bloomington Cemetery.
Introduction

The Cemetery will be sold out in approximately seven years. One of the objectives of the Cemetery Strategic Business Plan is to keep the cemetery viable for the future and to eliminate tax dollar support.
Discussion
	Current eligibility requirements:


	Outcomes if no changes are made:



	Currently, persons who are eligible to purchase lots and eligible for interment are those persons who were at the time of their death:

1) Residents of the City, 

2) Persons who prior to their death had been actual residents of the Town, Village, or City of Bloomington for a period of at least ten years, or 

3) Spouses of the above persons, or

4) Children and their spouses of the above persons


	· Maintains the current standards 

· Low sales; less revenue

· Predictable growth

· Slow replacement of funds back into the Land Acquisition and Capital Improvement Accounts after proposed expansion is completed

· Cemetery will remain viable for 25 -30 years

· Will require tax dollar support.




	Proposed changes to eligibility requirements may include a blend of the following list:

	Outcomes may include all or a blend of the following list:


	1) Allowing persons who do not presently qualify but imposing a higher fee structure than residents

2) Allowing persons who do not presently qualify the option to purchase Columbarium Niches at a greater fee but not burial plots

3) Reducing the number of years to maintain residence from 10 to ??? years

4) Allowing parents of qualifying residents

5) Allowing step-parents of qualifying residents

6) Allowing step-children and their spouses of qualifying residents

7) Allowing partners (as determined by state law) of qualifying residents

8) No residency requirements


	· Allows additional, new standards

· Increases sales; more revenue

· Unpredictable growth

· Replaces funds into the Land Acquisition and Capital Improvement Accounts more quickly

· Viable for approximately 15 -18years

· Ensures that no dollar support is needed




In Closing
To meet the objectives of the Cemetery Strategic Business Plan and to acknowledge different family structures, staff is recommending the Council to consider a blend of options to keep the cemetery viable and financially stable for many years. 
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