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	MN River Valley Master Plan Presentation
Item #3B
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Quale presented to the Commission  the MN River Valley Master Plan project. Quale noted that he was looking for input on the vision, goals, principles, opportunities, public engagement approach and schedule. He stated and elaborated on the goals of the master plan which are to enhance access, improve utilization, increase awareness and protect and preserve the area. 

Quale stated that there were many potential areas where we could consider enhancing access for trailheads. He noted that the locations must be considerate of neighbors and will have further discussion in the future. Quale also mentioned there would be need for compromise regarding access because trailheads can widely vary in size, shape and amenities.  

Quale noted that there are many opportunities for utilization in the MN River Valley, but again the City would need to be sure that new facilities would not cause negative impacts on the sensitive natural areas. Ideas for utilization include but are not limited to trail connections, interpretive signage, mountain biking challenge course, marina, picnic shelters, rest rooms, drinking fountains, horseshoes pits and many more. Quale said that the City will count on the public to provide input as to potential uses of the MN river valley  which will be submitted to the City Council, who will make the ultimate decisions regarding utilization.

In regards to protecting and preserving the MN River Valley, Quale mentioned that a Hennepin County natural resources inventory had been completed in 2007 and that it will be highly utilized when compiling the master plan. Quale stated that the plan  will identify areas that should be protected and will develop  best practices for natural resources maintenance practices.  Quale stated that at this point in the planning process he is using the rule of thumb that at least 80 percent of the river valley lands should remain in a natural condition  and no more than 20 percent of the land may be developed. He noted that this is in line with the Metropolitan Council’s policy for park reserves but made sure to note that this could change. 

Quale laid out the schedule for the master plan noting its anticipated completion date in December 2014. He stated there would be many opportunities for the public to provide input through focus groups, community open houses and online surveys. Quale then opened up the floor to the Commissioners for comments and questions.

Lee asked if the master plan was being done to augment the possible state trail or if it was being done to replace the project if it were to fall through. Quale noted that the City is trying to be proactive and improve access and utilization, whether or not the state trail is approved. He also mentioned that the 2008 Bloomington Parks and Recreation Master Plan was not  very specific as to future plans for  the MN River Valley, and it’s important to create a plan for the future utilization of the MN River Valley.   

Lee then asked if the City were to increase its access points if this would change the route of the State trail. Quale said that any connections to the state trail would be the responsibility of the property owner (City or U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service). He noted that some of the funding for the Long Meadow Bridge reconstruction does include connections. 

Visitor John Crampton stated his support for the MN State Trail and the master plan for the MN River Valley. He noted the success of the Root River Trail and how it has enhanced the area. He also mentioned that the trail will bring people from other communities to see what the City has to offer, as well as provide as service to the residents. 

Stan Danielson mentioned the Old Cedar Ave. Bridge and the construction to be done at the trailhead in that area. He noted that they will be putting in a new parking lot and possibly  new bathroom facilities. He requested that the bathroom facilities be ADA-compliant, so they are wheelchair accessible.

Quale thanked the visitors for coming regarding the presentation and encouraged them to sign up for the Esubscribe on the City website to make sure they don’t miss anything involving this project in the future. Esubscribe will notify its users of upcoming meetings and any further developments with the project. 







