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	ITEM 2
6:05 p.m.
(study item)
	CASE:	N/A 
APPLICANT:	City of Bloomington
LOCATION:	N/A
REQUEST:	Informational Update – Minnesota River Valley Master Plan (study item)



APPLICANT REPRESENTATIVE:

Julie Farnham, Senior Planner

STAFF PRESENTATION:

Farnham presented to the Commission an overview regarding the MN River Valley Master Plan.  Farnham noted that she was looking for input on the vision, goals, principles, opportunities, public engagement approach and schedule.  She stated and elaborated on the goals of the master plan which include:  to enhance access, improve utilization, increase awareness and protect and preserve the area. 

Farnham stated that there were many potential areas where we could consider enhancing access for trailheads.  She noted that the locations must be considerate of neighbors and will have further discussion in the future.  There would be a need for compromise regarding access because trailheads can widely vary in size, shape and amenities.

Farnham noted that there are many opportunities for utilization in the MN River Valley, but the City would need to be sure that new facilities would not cause any negative impact on sensitive areas.  Ideas for utilization include, but are not limited to, trail connections, interpretive signage, mountain biking challenge course, marina, and picnic shelters.  Farnham said that input will be obtained form stakeholders and the public and submitted to the City Council, who will make the ultimate decisions regarding utilization.

Farnham mentioned that a natural resources inventory had been completed by Hennepin County and that it will be utilized when compiling the master plan.  Farnham stated that the City will identify areas that need to be protected and will identify best practice operations in the master plan.  Such areas include but are not limited to Ike’s Creek, Long Meadow Lake and the Pond Dakota house.  Farnham noted the rule of thumb of 80 percent natural areas and 20 percent developed areas.  She noted that this is in line with the Metropolitan Council policy but this could change.

Farnham laid out the schedule for the master plan noting staff anticipates completion in December 2014. She stated there would be many opportunities for the public to provide input through community open houses, online surveys, a project webpage, and an e-subscribe list.  Farnham asked the Commissioners for comments and input.

COMMENTS AND INPUT OF THE COMMISSION:

Goodrum stated he thinks it is a wonderful program and thanked staff for taking the initiative for putting this plan together.  Goodrum asked for clarification from staff if this plan is the City’s plan and how it relates to the other agencies and stakeholders involved.  He suggested perhaps the City ask for and receive letters of support from all partners up front so there are no surprises when it comes time for the City to formally adopt the plan.  He suggested he would like to see another Commission update after the first open house so the Commission knows what input the public has provided.  He also suggested making informational presentations in the public schools as getting kids involved is a great way to get the word out to the public, but to also get more involvement from the community.

Fischer stated he supports the idea of developing a master plan for the area.  He stated he has been down in the Valley mountain biking and the area is somewhat a forgotten area of the City.  He supported to keep the project local and to not do land swaps with federal governmental agencies or the stakeholders.

Batterson stated he thinks it is a good idea to call attention to this area of Bloomington.  Calling attention to the access points is key to help make people aware of the area.  He supported the idea the Commission be updated once more before the Planning Commission public hearing in the fall.  He supported the idea of using the public schools to promote awareness as mentioned by Goodrum and Fischer.  He added that the Bloomington Television Channel be used to help create awareness as well.

Spiess echoed the other Commissioner’s comments and added that access is a huge issue.  She emphasized that access improvements are also needed to ensure they are safe and well maintained.  She stated that as an educator in Bloomington, awareness and utilization can be incorporated into the 6th grade curriculum as part of the history of Bloomington.  She added that once a more developed plan is in place, another Commission update would be helpful before the Planning Commission public hearing is scheduled.  She stated if a webpage is kept up to date with current information, it would be helpful to both the community and to the Commission.

Willette stated when he moved to Bloomington 15 years ago, he inquired with the City about walking paths and very little information was available.  Now there is quite a bit of information available.  He expressed interest in signing up for the E-Subscribe list for information on the Minnesota River Valley Master Plan and asked staff to help him get him signed up.  Farnham asked Willette to contact her or Randy Quale for instructions.

Nordstrom asked that since there are numerous agencies involved in the Minnesota River Valley trails, are there standards regarding trail materials, location, etc. that will need to be coordinated, how will this affect the City’s plan.  Farnham added the City has a long history of working with and collaborating with the numerous agencies and partners.  She added Fish and Wildlife already has a Master Plan for the whole River Valley and within that plan are design standards, etc.  Farnham stated the City’s plan will also have design standards, the City will have the final say on any features on City owned land.  Farnham reiterated that the City’s plan specifically and solely focuses on City owned land, but the plan recognizes that much of the City owned land abuts land owned and managed by other agencies.
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