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Omar Bonderud Human Rights Award
HRC Sub-Committee Report
Date:  Friday, September 23, 2016

Members Present:   Dennis Kane, Shelia Fishman, Daniella Kunkel

Staff Present:  Lorinda Pearson, Tracy Smith

Task:  Review 9 applications received during the 2016 nomination process


Action requested of the HRC:  The sub-committee recommends Normandale Community College receive the 2016 Omar Bonderud Human Rights Commission Award at the December 5, 2016, Bloomington City Council Meeting.   

This recommendation is based on Normandale’s extraordinary effort in promoting human rights and equality through programs/services such as, but not limited to the President’s Council on Diversity, the Diversity Center, and the Black Alliance. 

Background: 
Normandale Community College was nominated by Jeannette Sanchez, Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs and Diversity Center Manager.   Ms. Sanchez outlined in the application the work of the college including work of the President’s Council on Diversity (PCOD) as part of the College’s Diversity and Inclusiveness Campus Series.  Some of these events include the following presentations which are free and open to the public:  LGBTQIA Topics in School and Work, Interfaith Panel, (Trans) Gender 101, “A Peace of My Mind” National Exhibit, and showings of “Last Chance for Eden” and “the Color of Fear.”

Ms. Sanchez further stated these programs increase awareness, address biases (known and unknown), and promote acceptance, understanding, and mutual respect.  

Sub-Committee Discussion:
[bookmark: _GoBack]D. Kane noted all of these activities are student driven.  S. Fishman clarified the President’s Council on Diversity is also student driven, and many of the activities originate from the students.  Commissioners also highlighted the breadth and depth of programming listed on the application.  S. Fishman stated NCCC focuses in Bloomington and in surrounding communities.  D. Kunkel liked the number of topics NCCC addresses, especially LGBTQ.  The Committee stated that honoring NCCC with this award would not only give recognition to their work around human rights issues, but encourages continued involvement in the community. 
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