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May 19, 2014

Christina Morrison
BRT Project Office
Metro Transit
1810 East Franklin Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55454

Subject: Comments on Orange Line Project Plan 

Dear Ms. Morrison,

The Bloomington City Council has reviewed Metro Transit’s draft Orange Line Project Plan including its recommendation for the Knox Avenue alignment option for Orange Line BRT as part of the I-494/35W interchange vision layout. The Council concurs that Knox Avenue should be the preferred option because: 
· The Knox alignment better serves about 3 times more residents and 1.5 times more jobs in Bloomington and Richfield than the I-35W online station option;
· Has potential for providing a much better transit user experience;
· Simplifies and improves connections to other bus and BRT routes;
· Increases options for providing park-and-ride spaces and developing park and ride as part of a mixed use development; and
· Better integrates the planned Penn American District development with transit and park and ride services.

As Metro Transit moves forward with detailed design, the Bloomington City Council asks you to keep the following issues in mind:
· Work with impacted landowners to prepare designs that maximize developable land area and redevelopment opportunities while minimizing negative impacts on existing businesses;
· Design the Penn American District park and ride  with active ground floor uses (e.g. commercial or retail leasable space) and to be operated in a way that allows for district-wide parking during off-peak weekend and evening hours. There may be opportunities for a public/private partnership to locate the park and ride;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Continue to work with Bloomington staff on the related transit route modifications and additions depicted in the plan (e.g. service on Lyndale Avenue and American Boulevard) and with property owners to maximize benefits and minimize impacts of the transit investments.  Adding a new bus route along Lyndale Avenue as proposed in the plan has long been a City objective.

In addition, the Council thanks you for attending several Bloomington City Council study sessions to keep the city up to date on the details of the Orange Line and I-494/35W interchange layout study.

Sincerely,


Gene Winstead
Mayor
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