
Approved Minutes
City of Bloomington
Development Review Committee
June 3, 2014
McLeod Conference Room 
Bloomington Civic Plaza – 1800 West Old Shakopee Road
	
	


Staff Present
	Laura McCarthy (Fire Prev) – Chair 952-563-8965
	Erik Solie (Env Health) 952-563-8978

	Kent Smith (Assessing) 952-563-8707
	Heidi Miller (Police) 952-563-4975

	Duke Johnson (Bldg & Inspection) 952-563-8959
	Londell Pease (Planning) 952-563-8926

	Michael Centinario (Planning) 952-563-8921
	Dennis Fields (Planning) 952-563-8925

	Jen Desrude (Engineering) 952-563-4862
Randy Quale (Parks & Rec) 952-563-8876
	Kelly Isaacson (Bldg & Inspection) 952-563-4703
Doug Junker (Licensing) 952-563-4923

	
	

	Item 2 - Formal
	Embassy Suites

	[bookmark: SPBookmark_DRC_x0020_hearing_x0020_est_x][bookmark: SPBookmark_DRC_x0020_Hearing][bookmark: SPBookmark_Discussion][bookmark: SPBookmark_Site_x0020_address]Site address
	2800 and 2720 American Blvd W 

	[bookmark: SPBookmark_Previous_x0020_DRC_x0020_Appe]Previous DRC Appearance
	5/6/2014 

	[bookmark: SPBookmark_Planning_x0020_Commission_x00][bookmark: SPBookmark_Application_x0020_type]Application type
	Final Site and Building Plan; Preliminary and/or Final Development Plan 

	[bookmark: SPBookmark_Case_x0020_number][bookmark: SPBookmark_Staff_x0020_planner]Staff contact
	Fields, Dennis[image: http://citybiz/_layouts/images/blank.gif][image: No presence information] X8925

	[bookmark: SPBookmark_Planner_x0020_ext_x002e_][bookmark: SPBookmark_Proposal]Proposal
	The Embassy Suites is proposing to do an interior and exterior remodel of the existing hotel.   
Exterior changes include removing exterior elevation elements, restriping the parking lot, and repainting the building exterior.   Although the building is already painted, due to a condition of approval from 1990 (Case 8078A-90), the exterior color must remain a specific color palette and cannot be changed without City Council approval.  The applicant is requesting a change of condition to change or eliminate that condition.  
The interior changes include converting double-bay and conference rooms into single-bay guestrooms resulting in 14 additional rooms.  The existing interior atrium would also be remodeled and would remove ground floor level changes for accessibility to the remodeled bar and restaurant area which would have approximately 65 seats total.  

	[bookmark: SPBookmark_Planner_x0020_comments][bookmark: SPBookmark_Plat_x0020_name]Plat name
	Hometels of America Addition 

	[bookmark: SPBookmark_Process]Decision maker
	City Council 

	[bookmark: SPBookmark_Replat_x002F_Park_x0020_dedic][bookmark: SPBookmark_Reviews]Reviews
	DRC; City Council; Planning Commission; Watershed District 

	Contact 1 name
	Harlan Tande, 619-299-6690, htande@delawie.com

	Contact 1 address
	2265 India Street 
San Diego, CA 92101  



[bookmark: SPBookmark_Project_x0020_Contact_x0020_n][bookmark: SPBookmark_Project_x0020_contact_x0020_a][bookmark: SPBookmark_Contact_x0020_e_x002d_mail]Guests Present
	Steve Nulsen, Watershed Partners
Jim Saccoman, Embassy Suites
Harlan Tande, Delawie
	nulsen@ewatershed.com 
jim.saccoman@hilton.com 
htande@delawie.com 

	
	


Discussion/Comments:
· Dennis Fields (Planning) Reviewed above proposal.  The first application is for requesting a change of condition, which will go directly to the City Council.  Applicants are requesting to paint the exterior colors different than what was approved in the 1990 case file.  Going to the City Council to request to remove those conditions.  The second application is for final site and building plans.  If it’s code compliant it would go straight to Planning Commission.  Applicants are increasing the number of rooms (14 additional rooms).  There would also be exterior modifications for a parking lot (re-striping and removing some parapet walls).  Applicants are also increasing the number of bar/restaurant seats inside the building.
· Randy Quale (Parks and Recreation) No comment.
· Kent Smith (Assessing) No comment.
· Eric Solie (Environmental Health) Verified the location of the trash room and trash compactor.  Applicant stated that it is in an enclosure, but not roofed over.  Recyclables are also located there.  Fields stated that he will look into the previous conditions of approval for the trash to determine if it can remain outside or if it will need to be moved inside.  Solie informed applicants that all lodging or food/beverage plans will go to Environmental Health for review.
· Duke Johnson (Building and Inspection) When the applicants have construction plans, they may want meet up with Building and Inspections and go through a review.  Applicant asked if they need to meet with Building & Inspection before submitting the plans.  Johnson stated that it would be up to the applicant.
· Laura McCarthy (Fire Prevention) No comment.
· Heidi Miller (Police) No comment.
· Jen Desrude (Engineering) Handed out Public Works comments (same comments as last DRC meeting).
· Applicant submitted a copy of the parking agreement so that item is crossed off. 
· There are other comments that still remain so when it is time to submit for permits those items will need to be addressed.  Applicant asked how the items should be addressed.  Desrude stated that they will need to be on the plans submitted.
· Doug Junker (Licensing) Location is licensed for liquor already.  Asked applicants what is changing for the lounge/restaurant area.  Fields stated that the restaurant portion will be removed and it will be consolidated into a new guest bar and new breakfast buffet area.  Junker stated that if the area is for guests only, then the establishment cannot have liquor.  Private entities are not allowed in liquor licensing.  City code for a restaurant in regards to the liquor law is defined by 30 seats and must be open to the general public.
· Dennis Fields (Planning)  
· Biggest concern from Planning is how the restaurant/bar area will be used.  Applicants are making interior changes that trigger code compliance, specifically for parking. When hotel rooms are added it triggers code compliance for all areas of the building.  The application shows 245 seats between the restaurant/bar and breakfast buffet area.  No parking spaces are delegated for any of the interior seating.  If it’s strictly for hotel users, then it won’t be counted for exterior parking.  Something needs to be recorded on the deed to ensure that this will not be used for outside customers and is solely for guests.  The current parking calculation is one space over, but that only includes hotel rooms and the banquet room space.  More seats and additional rooms trigger the code compliance.  Applicant showed restaurant seating and the guest dining area on the plan.  Applicant clarified that someone from the outside public could eat in the restaurant/bar, but only hotel guests could use the guest dining area.  Pease stated that they cannot meet parking if they are letting people from the public into the bar/restaurant area.  Fields stated that the increase in the number of rooms is what is triggering the code compliance for parking.  Pease stated that if the applicants were to seek some flexibility they would be required to go to City Council.  There are joint use flexibility measures, things that aren’t variance related.  Those items cannot be dealt with by the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission can only deal with it is if it’s 100% code compliant—applicants would need a letter stating those things.  Pease suggested going to City Council to make things more efficient.  Fields suggested continuing their “change of condition” item and going to Council on that item and the bar/restaurant parking item at the same time.  Would not be able to do both of them at the June 23rd meeting, but would be able to do so at the next City Council meeting.  Pease verified that the atrium would only be used for guests and that the applicants would be seeking flexibility for the bar/restaurant seating.  
· Fields asked about the re-striping plan that was submitted.  Asked about the spaces by the trash compactor and if those spaces need to be left open for the trash collection.  Applicants are counting those as spaces, but may need to leave them open for trash collection.
· Pease stated that any spaces that aren’t spaces now must come into all compliance with the lighting code.  So if the spaces by the trash are striped they would need to meet the lighting code, which they currently do not.  Lighting will need to be added.  “Tilted up” lighting is not allowed, the lights need to be tilted down.  In 2018 this whole property will need to meet the lighting standards of the city.  Applicant stated that they have designed a lighting plan for the whole site.
· Applicant asked McCarthy about the line hood in the kitchen and if it needed to be replaced since they weren’t actually doing any work in the kitchen.  McCarthy stated that if the line hood is water based then it is non-code compliant and cannot be grandfathered in.  Typically insurance companies are the ones who require the changes in the restaurants.  However, since the applicants are pulling a building permit it deals with the kitchen indirectly and will require the kitchen be up to code.  
· Pease inquired about the sign that is currently used on the north side of the entrance.  Stated that the sign needs to be converted to a Cowboy Jack’s sign or it needs to be removed.  Applicant stated that it will be removed.
· McCarthy asked about the kitchen area and if it would have a wood burning grill.  Applicant stated that there would not be a wood burning grill.
· Miller asked applicants if someone called 911 from a specific room if the room number would show at the city’s dispatch center.  Applicant stated that he believes so, but will double check.
· Pease asked applicants if they would rather go to City Council twice (first for the painting and parking issue and then for the seating issue) or just go once and deal with both issues.  Applicant stated they will need to talk to the owner about it.  Fields stated that he could go over the dates and fees with applicants after the meeting.
· Staff agreed that they do not need to come back for another DRC meeting unless there are significant plan changes.
	
	




DRC Minutes
June 3, 2014
Page 1 of 3
image1.gif




