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GENERAL INFORMATION

[bookmark: Applicant_Name]Applicant:	City of Bloomington

Request:	Adopt multiple text amendments to the Bloomington Comprehensive Plan related to the Penn American District Plan
HISTORY

City Council Action:	01/27/14 – Adoption of the Penn American District Plan 

City Council Action:	05/18/09 – Adoption of the Bloomington Comprehensive Plan 2008

CHRONOLOGY

Planning Commission Action:	03/06/14 – Recommended approval of multiple text amendments to the Bloomington Comprehensive Plan

City Council Action:	04/07/14 – Preliminary approval of multiple text amendments to the Bloomington Comprehensive Plan and directed staff to forward to Metropolitan Council for review.
 
Metropolitan Council Action:	06/11/14 – Reviewed and recommended the City place the Comprehensive Plan amendments into effect.

	City Council Agenda:	06/23/14 – Consent agenda – Adopt multiple text amendments to the Bloomington Comprehensive Plan related to the Penn American District Plan

OVERVIEW

Staff proposes final adoption of text amendments to the Bloomington Comprehensive Plan 2008 to formally incorporate the Penn American District Plan (PADP) and make other minor updates. The City Council adopted the Penn American District Plan on January 27, 2014 and on April 7, 2014 recommended preliminary approval of multiple text amendments to the Bloomington Comprehensive Plan, pending review by the Metropolitan Council.  On June 11, 2014, the Metropolitan Council reviewed and authorized adoption of the amendments by the City.  

District plans are sub-components of the Comprehensive Plan that provide more detailed analysis of land use and infrastructure proposed in a particular area.  They are incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan by reference and serve as the official development guide for the district.  The City has identified three areas that warrant district level plans:  Normandale Lake (adopted in 2008), South Loop (adopted in 2012), and Penn American (adopted January 27, 2014).   

Comprehensive Plan Amendments
The proposed text amendments to the Comprehensive Plan include modifications to various tables, charts, and the zoning map.  

The attached compendium (Attachment A) compiles all the proposed text amendments.  Most changes involve:

· Penn American District Plan – References to the PADP were made to reflect the completed district plan and incorporates the district plan as part of the Comprehensive Plan by reference.  

· Forecasts – Text, tables, and graphs related to demographic forecasts (e.g., population, households, employment) were updated to reflect changes in Penn American forecasts given the development vision of the District Plan.  

· Zoning Districts – Incorporates the name change of the now adopted Lindau Mixed Use District (LX), which was previously named Urban Mixed Use District (UX). 

· Zoning Map – Revised zoning map to reflect recent rezonings, including the 2013 rezonings in the Penn American District. 

Future Comprehensive Plan Update
State law requires cities within the metropolitan area to update their comprehensive plans every 10 years.  These updates correspond to regional forecast revisions prepared after the decennial census and the Metropolitan Council’s subsequent update of their regional “systems plans”.

The Metropolitan Council is in the process of finalizing its forecasts based on the 2010 Census and preparing their regional system plan updates, which they are calling “Thrive MSP 2040”.  Bloomington will prepare a complete update to its Comprehensive Plan after the regional system plan updates are completed.  Staff anticipates the City’s update process will begin in 2016.  

Interim amendments are common and occur as needed to accommodate district plan adoptions and unforeseen changes in development affecting land use designations or infrastructure.  

REVIEW PROCESS AND PUBLIC OUTREACH

As required by State Law, notifications of the proposed Comprehensive Plan amendments were sent to adjacent cities and counties, impacted watershed districts, regional, and state agencies and Bloomington school districts.  To date, responses have been received from 12 of the 25 letters sent (see attached).  None of the responses have indicated concerns with the proposed amendments. 

A newspaper notice was published in the official newspaper (Sun Current).  Notice was also sent via e-mail to 862 people who have registered for the “Planning and Development News” e-subscribe group and 866 people who have registered for the “Planning Commission” e-subscribe group.  

As part of the PADP adoption, public input was received at one open house, October 23, 2013.  In addition, staff met and corresponded with owners of property who have indicated an interest in discussing the proposed zoning amendments, within the district plan.  

Public hearings were held at both the Planning Commission and City Council.  Following City Council approval, the amendments were reviewed by the Metropolitan Council and found to be consistent with regional system plans, allowing the amendments to be put in effect.

RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Case 10001B-14, Staff recommends final approval of multiple text amendments to the Bloomington Comprehensive Plan as described in Attachment A, which the City Council preliminarily approved on April 7, 2014 subject to Metropolitan Council review.


Report to the City Council		June 23, 2014
Planning Division/Engineering Division
