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UNAPPROVED MINUTES

Regular Meeting #31
Monday, July 7, 2014
Bloomington Civic Plaza
1800 West Old Shakopee Road 
Bloomington, Minnesota  55431-3027


	[bookmark: EATO_OEF_START_MULTI]1


	 CALL TO ORDER

@->
	[bookmark: TOPBemerkung__START__3281][bookmark: TOPBemerkung__END__3281]Mayor Winstead called the meeting to order at 7:09 pm.  He announced there was a power outage in the Council Chamber due to the storm so no live broadcast was available for this meeting.  Staff set up make-shift audio and visual recording devices for rebroadcast at a later date.

He led the audience in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Present:	Councilmembers C. Abrams, J. Baloga, T. Busse, A. Carlson,
	D. Lowman, and J. Oleson.

<-@


	2
	 INTRODUCTORY
	No items.



	3

	 CONSENT BUSINESS


	

	3.1


	Local  Performance Measurement Program Reporting Requirements

	Requested Action:  Adopt resolution authorizing reporting requirements for the Local Performance Measurement Program.

Motion was made by Busse, seconded by Abrams, and all voting aye, to adopt the resolution authorizing the reporting requirements.  (R-2014-62)

@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__2974__499][bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__2974__499]<-@


	3.2


	 Richfield 2014 Environmental Health Inspection Services Contract

	Requested Action:  Approve the proposed amendments to the 2014 Environmental Health Inspection Services Contract with the City of Richfield.

Motion was made by Busse, seconded by Abrams, and all voting aye, to approve the proposed amendments.
@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__2916__498][bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__2916__498]<-@


	3.3


	 Richfield 2015 Environmental Health Inspection Services Contract


	Requested Action:  Approve the proposed 2015 Environmental Health Inspection Services contract with the City of Richfield.

[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__2935__504]Motion was made by Busse, seconded by Abrams, and all voting aye, to approve the contract.@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__2935__504]
<-@


	3.4


	 Valley View Water Tower Reconditioning Contract Amendment

	Requested Action:  Approve contract amendment in the amount of $79,245.00 for the removal and disposal of lead based paint on tower tensioning rods for a total contract amount of $1,148,940.00 and change the total completion date from August 20, 2014 to September 3, 2014.

Motion was made by Busse, seconded by Abrams, and all voting aye, to approve the amendments.

@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__3129__502][bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__3129__502]<-@






	3.5


	 South Loop Local Road Wayfinding 2013-201 Project Plans, Specs & Schedule
	Requested Action:  Adopt a resolution approving the plans, specifications, and schedule for the 2013-201 South Loop Local Road Wayfinding Project.

Motion was made by Busse, seconded by Abrams, and all voting aye, to adopt a resolution approving the plans, specifications, and schedule as presented in the agenda item.  (R-2014-63)

@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__2984__500][bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__2984__500]<-@


	3.6


	 South Loop Local Road Wayfinding 2013-201 Project Construction Management Contract

	Requested Action:  Approve the contract for professional engineering services with Alliant Engineering, Inc. for the construction management of the 2013-201 South Loop Local Road Wayfinding Project for $181,020 plus a contingency of 20% to be approved as needed per City policy for the total not-to-exceed amount of $217,224.

Motion was made by Busse, seconded by Abrams, and all voting aye, to approve the professional engineering services contract.

@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__2992__501][bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__2992__501]<-@


	3.7


	 Meeting Minutes


	Requested Action:  Approve the City Council Meeting minutes for the May 5 & 19, 2014, Regular City Council meetings as presented.
@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__3154__503]
Motion was made by Busse, seconded by Abrams, and all voting aye, to approve the minutes as presented.

[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__3154__503]<-@


	4


	 PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD


	The Mayor declared the public comment period open for those wishing to address the Council on matters other than items included on the agenda.

Speaker #1:  Vi Rozek, 8214 Park Avenue South
She commented on the activities occurring at the Dar Al Farooq Youth & Family Center (AFYFC) at 8201 Park Avenue South.  She said they continually operate past 10 pm and that Park Avenue is the new 35W of Bloomington.  She listed the following issues relating to 8201 Park Avenue South:  Smith Park parking lot lights were off on July 2, documented use of people cooking without gloves, cars parked in the street during late night activities, semi-trucks unloading in the middle of the night, people sleeping in Smith Park, and the Park lights on past 10 pm.  She asked who is paying for the lights to be on in Smith Park after hours.  She said there are over 600 kids enrolled in a weekend school at AFYFC in addition to all of their other activities, which is causing huge traffic problems for the neighborhood.  She asked when is the overabundance of traffic in their neighborhood going to stop.  She said there have been so many documented violations of AFYFC’s Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and asked when they will be corrected.  She said Smith Park is owned by the City; not AFYFC.

Speaker #2:  Sally Ness, 8127 Oakland Avenue South
She said AFYFC was supposed to have 80 students but according to AFYFC’s website, they have 1,000 kids registered for their school.  She read from the AFYFC website that indicated a seminar that will no longer take place at the Convention Center will now take place at AFYFC.  She said the website advertised a convention that took place last Saturday night in the AFYFC gymnasium that was approved for a maximum capacity of 500 people.  She said AFYFC continues to advertise for special events whereby thousands of people show up.  She read from the American Center for Law & Justice.  She said the City should be able to address these issues with the AFYFC Director, as he was the applicant and the one representing AFYFC at the Council meetings when they received approval for their CUP.  She said City parks are supposed to close at 10 pm but AFYFC received a permit to use Smith Park until 1:30 am.  She mentioned the large fundraiser that took place on May 31.

	
	
	Ness read the conditions of AFYFC’s Conditional Use Permit and described how they are in violation.  She said the biggest violation is the large gym capacity, which is supposed to be limited to 500 people.  She said the City issued a permit to allow AFYFC users to park in the Smith Park parking lot until 1:30 am and proceeded to read from several outside cases.

Winstead told Ness she brings a lot of information to the Council but it’s her interpretation of the information.  He agreed the past weekend demonstrated there was evidence that AFYFC over occupied 8201 Park Avenue South beyond their CUP and as a result, they were notified.  He said AFYFC has been asked to address through planning and operations what happened last weekend so it doesn’t happen again.  The City has put AFYFC on notice that they have had events that exceeded the maximum 500 person occupancy limit.  He said there was spillover parking due to the high occupancy counts and that the City’s Fire Marshal was on-site doing a head count.  He said what occurred at AFYFC this past weekend can be used to address future events.  He said it’s the occupancy and the number of people coming to the building at any given time.  He said the parking in Smith Park is related to the Shared Use Agreement.

Ness expressed the neighborhood’s desire to meet with the City regarding this situation.

Winstead said the CUP is out there and the City is monitoring AFYFC and it will deal with it.  He said there is some action moving forward to see to it that AFYFC complies with the parking going forward, which is based on occupancy limits.  He said there has been a tremendous increase in traffic in that neighborhood during peak times and the City will need to deal with in terms of the parking. 

Speaker #3:  Susan Tracy, Resident
She’s lived in Bloomington for 50 years and said the City Council will soon be making a decision on its Solid Waste Management Plan.  She asked the Council to change from open collection to organized collection to reduce the number of garbage, recycling and yard waste trucks going up and down Bloomington’s streets, which is irritating.  She said only one company is needed with three trucks.  She also requested organics be included with the organized recycling.  She reported she currently uses Randy’s for her trash and recycling collection, which includes organics.  She reported most of her trash is now organics.  She said Bloomington needs to embrace the collection of organics adding she’s happy to pay the extra $5 to have the composting capability.

Winstead said Council has directed staff to develop a plan that will involve an organized collection system.  He said it’s not a simple thing to do but staff is putting that together now and it will come back to Council for direction and public input.  He said it’s in the works and that’s the general direction the Council is heading.
Winstead closed the public comment period.


	5


	 LICENSING DIVISION: PUBLIC HEARINGS
	No items.


	6


	 DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS: PUBLIC HEARINGS

	






	6.1


	 Embassy Suites Bloomington; American Boulevard W: Change in Condition; Major  Revisions Final Site and Building Plans


	Requested Action:  In Case 8018B-14, it is recommended the Council approve the Final Site and Building Plans for exterior and interior modifications to the Embassy Suites Hotel located at 2800, 2850, and 2720 American Boulevard West, subject to the conditions and Code requirements listed in the staff report.

Glen Markegard, Planning Manager presented the staff report.  He said the proposed modifications to the Embassy Suites on American Boulevard between Penn Avenue & Xerxes Avenue include a restriping of the parking lot and an addition of (21) spaces, some elevation changes to the building, a repainting of the building, an additional (14) rooms on the interior, which will not increase their footprint, and a reconfiguration of their restaurant, breakfast, and bar areas.  He said their biggest request is for shared parking flexibility.  He said the total number of parking spaces required is 415 by Code but they propose 384 spaces on site or a 7.5% reduction, which can be accounted for by the internal capture of hotel guests who will be using the hotel restaurant and the banquet facilities.  They will have an airport shuttle. 

Winstead said he was not aware of any issues relating to the hotel being under parked.

Markegard concurred and said staff is not familiar with the overflow conditions.  He said the lot immediately to the east belongs to the Embassy Suites and can be used for overflow parking.  He said this is recommended for approval by the Planning Commission and staff and reported no correspondence was received.

Lowman commented he is looking forward to seeing the final product.

Winstead asked if it’s the same ownership as decades gone by.

Applicant:  Jim Saccoman, Manager
He said the hotel ownership changed on March 20, 2014.

Motion was made by Baloga, seconded by Abrams, and all voting aye, to approve the Change in Conditions and the Major Revisions to the Final Site and Building Plans for the Embassy Suites, subject to the conditions listed in the staff report.

No public testimony was provided.

@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__3085__509][bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__3085__509]<-@


	6.2


	Variance to Reduce Rear Yard Setback at  Hennepin County Site 120 W. 81st Street


	Requested Action:  In Case 3858B-14, it is recommended the Council adopt a resolution approving a variance to reduce the rear yard setback from 25 feet to 10 feet for a new accessory building located at 120 West 81st Street, subject to the conditions listed in the staff report. 

Markegard provided the staff report on Hennepin County’s site containing their maintenance building, a salt storage shed, a communications tower, and a building housing their tower equipment.  AT&T is requesting a variance to reduce the required rear yard setback from 25 feet to 10 feet for a new 276-square foot accessory building to house their wireless equipment and backup generator for cellular antennas attached to the existing monopole on site.  No correspondence was received.

Busse inquired as to the height of the tower.

Markegard replied the tower is 185 feet tall and because AT&T will be collocating on the pole, no change in height is being proposed.

Motion was made by Carlson, seconded by Baloga, and all voting aye, to adopt a resolution approving the variance.  (R-2014-64)

No public testimony was received.

@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__2904__510][bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__2904__510]<-@


	6.3


	Interim Use Permit Amendment of Conditions for
 Fowler Electric
9100 Grand Avenue
	Requested Action:  In Case 8055A-14, it is recommended the Council continue this item to the August 18, 2014, Regular Council meeting per the applicant’s request.

[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__START__3127__508]Motion was made by Carlson, seconded by Baloga, and all voting aye, to continue to the August 18, 2014, Regular Council meeting, the Interim Use Permit amendments for Fowler Electric.@->
[bookmark: TOPBeschlText__END__3127__508]
<-@


	7


	 TRANSPORTATION & UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS: PUBLIC HEARINGS


	No items.





	8


	 ORDINANCES: PUBLIC HEARINGS
	No items.




	9


	 OTHER: PUBLIC HEARINGS


	No items.



	10


	 ORGANIZATIONAL BUSINESS

	



	10.1


	 City Council Policy & Issue Update

@->
	· [bookmark: TOPBemerkung__START__3283]The City Manager reminded Council of the following dates:  Study and Regular meetings on July 21 at 6 pm and 7 pm respectively, Study meeting on July 28 at 6 pm, and a Joint Council/Port Authority meeting on July 22 at 5:30 pm.

· Winstead commented he’s received lots of calls regarding a house at 94th & Penn Avenue and requested an update from staff.

[bookmark: TOPBemerkung__END__3283]Sandra Johnson, City Attorney said an enormous outdoor sale is occurring on a property on Penn Avenue that is currently in foreclosure with the bank.  She said an eviction order has been issued but the bank hasn’t acted upon it yet.  She said the City has a long history with this tenant when he owned the property next door that went through a foreclosure and has been resold.  She said the City will be levying the maximum amount of civil administrative fines against this property, which the bank doesn’t want to happen.  She said this should cause the bank to be more proactive in cleaning it up.  If they don’t, she said the City could go in and clean it up.

Bernhardson said the City had been trying to deal with the property to the south of this one since the 1990s.  The City took that tenant to court but the judge felt sorry for them.  With a foreclosure on that property, it was finally sold and cleaned up.  He said the costs to the mortgage company were tens of thousands of dollars.  He said the same individual also owned this property at 94th& Penn but hasn’t yet left the property.  He is now evicted and the mortgage company does not want to pay additional monies so this should move forward.  He said it can take a long time to deal with some of these properties.

	
	
	Winstead asked when the City expects it to be cleaned up.

Johnson replied clean-up should start this week.

· Busse stated he’s been contacted by several community groups interested in having input into the City Manager selection process.

Winstead said they could comment to the selection process but wouldn’t actually be involved in the selection of a new city manager.

<-@


	11

	 ADJOURN@->
	[bookmark: TOPBemerkung__START__3284][bookmark: TOPBemerkung__END__3284]Mayor Winstead adjourned the meeting at 7:54 p.m.<-@




[bookmark: EATO_OEF_END_MULTI]
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