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Author and Local Attorney Walt Bachman to Speak
About How the U.S. Army Brought Slavery to Minnesota in the 1800s

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. (March 26, 2015) — Author and retired attorney

Walt Bachman will be the lcatured speaker at two local events [ocusing on his
historical rescarch which uncovered how the U.S. Army pay system [ostered slavery in
the 1800s at military installations in “free™ states and territories, including Fort
Snelling. On May 3, he will speak at Oak Grove Presbyterian Church and on May 4, at
Hamline Midway Library. Details below.

Bachman’s research was inspired by stories he heard as a bov about his great-great
grandlather Ernst Deitrich who was killed during an ambush by a group of Dakota men
at the beginning of the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862. He learned that Joseph Godfrey, a
black man, was accused of leading the ambush in which Deitrich was killed. Additional
research revealed several unusual facts about Godfrey including:

¢ He was born a slave in a free territory,

¢ He is the only known home-grown fugitive slave in Minnesota.

s He was the only non-Dakota to fight with the Dakota.

Bachman’s research included interviews with a descendant ol Dred Scolt (ol Dred Scott v. Sandford) and more than
[ifty visits Lo the National Archives (o [ind thousands of lederal pay records that reler (o slaves kept by army ollicers —
most of which had never been reviewed. The result is his book, Northern Slave, Black Dakota: The Life and Times of
Joseph Godfrey (Pond Dakota Press, 2013).

At the two speaking events, Bachman will share his ground-breaking research documenting how the U.S. Army pay
system rewarded military officers for using enslaved people as servants in “free™ states and territories. Copies of
Northern Slave, Black Dakota will be available for purchase {cash or check only) and signing.

Walt Bachman Speaking Event: Minnesota Slaves and Slaveholders:
Stories and Conundrums

Date: Sunday, May 3, 2015

Time: 2:00 p.m.

Location:  Oak Grove Presbyterian Church
2200 W. Old Shakopee Road
Bloomington, MN 35431

Sponsored by the Pond Dakota Heritage Society. Topics include:

e Minnesota-related findings and stories not included in Northern Slave, Black Dakota.

e Preview of research for Bachman’s next book about the U. 8. Army pay system which rewarded officers for keeping
enslaved servanls.

e Stories of individual slaves, how they were treated, and what became of some of them in later years.
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Walt Bachman Speaking Event: How the Army Brought Slave Labor to
Minnesota

Date: Monday, May 4, 2015

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Location:  Hamline Midway Library
1558 West Minnehaha Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55104

Sponsored by the Friends of the St. Paul Public Library. Leam more, Topics include:
e The U.8. Army’s role in bringing slavery to Minnesota, through the story of
Godfrey, the state’s only home-grown fugitive slave,
e Bachman’s book. Northern Slave, Black Dakota: The Life and Times of Joseph Godfrey.

Additional Information Resources

Peck, Claude. “Walt Bachman Book Tells Lile of Man Alleged to Have Killed his Ancestor,” Star Tribune, updated
April 4, 2013. Web. March 19, 2015.

Goetzman, Amy. “Author and Historian Walt Bachman Uncovers the Story of Minnesota Slavery,” MinnPost,
February 22, 2013. Web. March 19, 2015.

“Author Walt Bachman Talks About his Book, Northern Slave Black Dakota.”™ KVSC Radio, October 16, 2013. Web.
March 19, 2015,

Interview and Book Requests
To arrange an interview with Walt Bachman or request a review copy of Northera Slave Black Dakota, contact Sheila
Strebel Smith, President of the Pond Dakota Heritage Society at ponddakota@ gmail.com.

About Walt Bachman

Walt Bachman's is a retired trial attorney and anthor who has spent the last ten years researching and writing about
Minnesota and U.S. Army history. His book, Northern Slave, Black Dakota: The Life and Times of Joseph Godfrey,
was published in March 2013 by Pond Dakota Press, a division of the Pond Dakota Heritage Society. He is currently
writing a second book which documents the U.S. Army’s role in fostering the spread of slavery in the 19" century via a
pay system that reward federal officers for using slaves as servants in free states and territories. His family name is
well-known in Minnesota through Bachman’s Ine., the nation’s largest retail florist which his great-grandfather, Henry
Bachman, Sr. founded in 1885, Learn more,

About the Pond Dakota Heritage Society

The Pond Dakota Heritage Society's purpose is the discovery, preservation, promotion, enjoyment, and sharing of
historical knowledge about the Dakota Indians and early white settlements in Minnesota during the 1800s -1880s.
PDHS sponsors events on Sunday afternoons at the Pond-Dakota Mission Park in Bloomington, Minnesota, site of the
historic Oak Grove Mission and the historic Gideon and Agnes Pond House built in 1856,
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